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“Something to be Truly Thankful For” 

 On the fourth Thursday of this month, you may find yourself fortunate enough to be sitting at a 

table with family and friends sharing a meal that we have come to fondly refer to as Thanksgiving. 

Canadians celebrate this harvest feast earlier around Columbus Day because … wait for it … it becomes 

colder, earlier in Canada and thus a harvest comes sooner.  I know that’s not rocket-science, but I had to 

look that up! 

 I’ll tell you another that isn’t hard to know, but we rarely think about at this “Civil Holiday”, is 

how thankful we should be for God’s forgiveness. Yes, I know I’m bringing up a personal topic that 

acknowledges our tragic failures and sin and maybe you have rules at your Thanksgiving table that 

discourages discussion of religion or politics, in order to keep the peace and keep everyone happy, but what 

is more worthy of our thanks than our forgiveness from God. What are the things you are truly thankful 

for?  First of all, I would imagine that on that list would not be any things at all!  Forgiveness is at the top 

of my list because when Jesus said, “Forgive them, for they know not what they do”, he wasn’t just talking 

about the Roman soldiers, he was talking about me.  

 I cannot imagine the terrible grip that guilt and anxiety would have on me if I did not know the 

grace extended to me in the forgiveness of God. I am a sinner and broken, just like Adam and Eve when 

they were tempted to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. What was the problem? Well, God said that they 

would die. The way they are convinced to eat is that they are told they will not die, but “your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” We don’t see the harshness of our sin; as a 

participation in death.  But that’s what sin is, participating in death. So, what’s the opposite of death? 

That’s right, life. So our sin is death and our God is abundant life. Our sin is no less an attempt to kill the 

God of Life and replace Him in ourselves. Heavy stuff, this sinning business. Now we can begin to 

appreciate the even heavier stuff that God’s forgiveness is made of! And best of all, when we forgive 

someone or even ourselves, we are acknowledging God forgiveness in our lives and therefore saying, 

“Thank you, God for forgiving me!” So when you are stuffing yourself with turkey and all the fixings, 

make sure you remember to extend forgiveness and thereby demonstrating what you have to be truly 

thankful for! 

                 “I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”          Luke 15:10 

Graciously Forgiven, 

 

 

Rev. Tim Dalton, M. Div. 



 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURES 

 NOVEMBER  2011 
 

  

SERVICES                 GREETERS/LAY LEADERS 

November 6th – 21st Sunday After Pentecost 

      Communion Sunday                   Greeter:         Ginny Dampman  

Message:   ñWalking the Walkò           Lay Leader:   Karen Deasey                    

 

New Testament Reading: Matthew 23:1-12           Communion Preparer:  Betty Cairns 

                                (Sermon Text)                         Communion Server:  Linda Mould 

Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37                            

                

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

November 13th – STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY     Greeter:          Wes and Judi Shank         

Message:  ñA Matter of Trustò                              Lay Leader:    Wes Shank                                        

 

Old Testament Reading:  Deuteronomy 15:7-11     

                                (Sermon Text) 

New Testament Reading:  Matthew 6:24-34    

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

November 20th – COMMITMENT SUNDAY     Greeter:         Jim and Betty Cairns 

                             Praise and Worship Service       

Message:    ñScattered . . . Like Sheepò                

 

Old Testament Reading:   Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

                                   (Sermon Text) 

New Testament Reading:  Matthew 25:31-46    

               

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

November 27th – 1st Sunday of Advent         Greeter:        Tom and Linda Wright  

Message:   ñThe Endéor the Beginning?ò           Lay Leader:  Tom Wright 

                                       

New Testament Reading:  Mark 13:24-37 

                                   (Sermon Text) 

Old Testament Reading:    Isaiah 64:1-9  

  

   
             

 



 

 

CONTINUING MINISTRIES 

Fall Bible Study:  Pastor Dalton and Doris continue to host a Bible Study this Fall on        

I Corinthians.  The group meets each Wednesday evening and will continue until 

December 14
th

.  There will be no study on Wednesday, November 23
rd

 due to the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  Please let Pastor Tim know if you will be attending the study.   

This is a great opportunity to study God’s word and share fellowship.  All are welcome!

  

 

I CORINTHIANS BIBLE STUDY  

In I Corinthians, Paul is writing the church to inspire them to be who they are:  An 

Alternative Community.  We are also to be this Alternative Community to the harsh, 

unforgiving and hopelessness we find in our world. 

CHAPTER OUTLINE: 

1-4 Community Fragmentation                                                                                                    

5 The irrelevance of concrete, bodily acts and the search for justice from outside the                                    

Christian community 

6 Sexual immorality vs. bodily holiness 

7 A false asceticism which is world-denying. 

8 Conflict between “the strong” and “the weak” (those “in the know” vs. the 

simple/immature”) 

9 Freedom in Christ:  Its use and Abuse 

10 “Sitting at the table with demons” vs. “Participants in Christ” 

11 Rejection of cultural sensitivity for the sake of unrestrained liberty; disregard for 

“the least” in the body of Christ 

12-14   “Enthusiastic Intoxication” vs. “Ethical Enthusiasm” (ego-directedness vs. other-

directedness) 

15 “Spiritual Resurrection” vs. “Bodily Resurrection” (partial redemption vs. total 

redemption) 

 



 

  

(Continued) – BIBLE STUDY OUTLINE 

 

BACKGROUND OF I CORINTHIANS EXPLORED: 

Paul wrote letters to the many churches that he founded all throughout the Mediterranean.  

It was not a monologue, but a conversation.  The list below demonstrates this dialogue.  

Letters listed as A, B, C, D are from the Corinthian Church to Paul.  We do not have these 

letters, but we know they existed by Paul’s response to them.  This outline below should help 

your reading and understanding of I and II Corinthians. 

- The Foundational Mission                                                                                                  

(Acts 18, I Corinthian 4:15) lasting about 18 months 

- Letter “A” – About immorality                                                                                           

(I Corinthians 5:9) 

- Letter “B”     

Our I Corinthians – written toward the end of his 2 to 3 year mission in Ephesus, in 

response to: 

• A report by a delegation from the Church (I Corinthians 1:11) 

• A Letter from Corinth (I Corinthians 7:1) 

- A hurried, brief visit which was very “painful” (II Corinthians 2:1f) 

- Letter “C” 

 A “Letter of Tears”, following on the heels of that painful visit                                        

(II Corinthians 2:3, 4:9, 7:8, 7:12)                                                                                     

(Some scholars detect signs of this ñLost Letterò in II Corinthians 10-13, because of the 

strident and, at times, harsh tone of the Letter compared with the earlier chapters.) 

- Letter “D” 

Our II Corinthians – A “Letter of Reconciliation” as well as a continuing apologia 

(defense) of his Apostleship and authority. 

- A third and final visit toward the conclusion of the third mission tour                           

(Acts 20, II Corinthians 13:1) 

 



 

PLEDGING YOUR SUPPORT 

     

   In a few days, members of our congregation will be receiving a letter asking them to consider 

pledging a portion of their financial resources to the church. It will be pointed out that in order to 

plan for our church’s ministry for the coming year, we need to get an estimate of what we can 

expect to receive as income. However, we realize that there are persons who are not members but 

are friends of the church who contribute to the support of the church. Their gifts are recorded as 

non-pledged income. When we are making up the annual budget, we estimate what these non-

pledged contributions might be. 

   It would be very helpful if we could get a more precise indication of what we may expect. If you 

would like to take a step of faith and make a pledge for 2012 (recognizing, of course, that 

circumstances may alter any pledge commitment), we would be happy to give you a pledge card. 

Ask Ron Schlosser or call the church office and we will get a card to you. In fact, you don’t even 

need a card; a simple note indicating what you will try to give each week or month, or an annual 

amount, would suffice. 

   Sunday, November 20th, is Commitment Sunday. During the worship service we will be 

receiving the pledges for 2012. If you plan to attend, put your pledge in an envelope marked 

“Financial Secretary” and drop it in the offering plate when passed. If you are not able to attend 

the service, you can mail in your pledge addressed to the Financial Secretary, or drop it off at the 

Church Office. 

   We are hoping that both church members and friends of the church will help us plan more 

efficiently for the ministry of the church by pledging for 2012. Thanks! 

 

 Your Finance Committee 

 

    

RACETRACK MINISTRY CHRISTMAS PROJECT 

 

 

 

Once again we have the opportunity to share in a Christmas mission project for the Philadelphia 

Racetrack Ministry. Items needed this year include: 

¶ Socks (for men and women) 

¶ Toiletries (for men and women): full size shampoo, bar soap, liquid body soap, 

toothbrushes and toothpaste, razors and shaving cream, solid deodorant, etc. 

¶ Washcloths 

¶ Unwrapped gifts for children ages 1-12 years (price range $10 - $16 per gift) 

 

Deadline for items is Wednesday, November 30th.  

There will be a container in Scott Hall to receive your contributions. Thank you for sharing. 



 

 

LBMC FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

As you know we are in the midst of starting our 

Food Pantry at the Church.  In the Sunday, 

October 16
th
 edition of The Philadelphia 

Inquirer, there was an article that depicts the 

recent explosion of food banks among the 

Churches in the Philadelphia and Main Line 

areas. 

Here in Bryn Mawr, we have also seen the need and are preparing to 

respond to this needed area.  We have designated the old Main Line 

Korean Church Office as the Food Pantry and are now in preparation 

stages to setup shelving to store the groceries. 

As you know the Counterparts held aòFall Festivusò concert here at the 

Church on Sunday, October 16
th
. The admission to this concert was 

free, however, a request for non-perishable food items was requested 

for the Lower Merion Baptist Church Food Drive.  The response was 

overwhelming and thus, our Food Pantry now contains an inventory of 

groceries which we can disseminate to someone in need or Community 

Resource Centers in the local area. 

We continue to need support and prayers for this Outreach Program 

and to those in need. 

A basket will be placed in the Narthex for your donations. 

 

 



 

 

SPECIAL INVITATIONS 

 

Please join us on Sunday, November 20
th
 following our 11:00 A.M. Worship 

Service as we give thanks with a covered dish luncheon for all. 

Bring your favorite dish to share – NOTE: All food must be precooked and will be 

kept warm for lunch. 

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR ALL OUR BLESSINGS! 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

     A combined Thanksgiving Coffee Hour and the Hanging of the 

Greens to decorate Scott hall for Advent and Christmas will be held 

after church Sunday, November 20, 2011 .  This will be a potluck luncheon.  The Deacons 

have requested that all items be cooked and ready to serve.  (Items can be kept warm.)  The 

Deacons will switch coffee hour with the Cemetery Board for this event. 

 

                                                      §      §     §      § 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

I would like to recognize that Lynda Austin has been the Church Office Manager 

now for one year. Lynda has been a wonderful addition to our Church Staff and 

always goes above and beyond the call of duty. I want to publicly thank her for her 

first year with the church and look forward to many great years to come!  

Pastor Tim 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             The Lower Merion Baptist Church Womenôs Group would like to invite 

all adults (men and women) to a Salad Luncheon Saturday, November 12
th
, at 

11:30 A.M. in Scott Hall  followed by a Guest Speaker.  We are honored to have 

Dr. Nancy K. Loane speak to the group on the forgotten women who spent the 

Winter of 1777-78 with the Continental Army at Valley Forge.  

 

             Since the Church grounds are the resting place here at the Lower Merion 

Baptist Church for thirty-five Continental Army soldiers, it is very fitting that a 

story about the women connected to that era be told in a very historical way.   

 

           We are extremely fortunate to have Dr. Loane speak to our group and we 

hope as many congregants as possible can attend this exciting and informative 

presentation.   

 

           Dr. Loane comes to us from a diverse background.  Most recently she wrote 

and published her book entitled ñFollowing the Drum:  Women at the Valley 

Forge Encampmentò.  

 

           We will gather at 11:30 A.M. in Scott Hall  for lunch followed by the 

presentation.   

 

          There will be a freewill offering and it is requested that the women 

congregants attending bring a salad to the luncheon. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      

        Congratulations to Rebecca Katharine Faith and     

Jeremiah Shawn Grassel who will be joined in marriage      

at Lower Merion Baptist Church.  The date of the wedding   

is Saturday, November 5
th
, and the time of the ceremony is 

noon.  

                                All are invited to attend the ceremony. 

 

                

                         

                     HAPPY OCCASIONS    

        
 

NOVEMBER Birthdays  NOVEMBER Anniversaries                                                          

    3 -  Ann Smith           4  -  Tina and Ryan Allison   

  15 -  Betty Cairns         

  16 -  Sophia Scott                             

  20 -  Dawn Arnold 

  29 -  Kimberly Polidori                                        NOVEMBER 24
th

 - HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

                                

                                                                                   

        

 

 

 

 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PLACING FLOWERS ON THE PULPIT 

FOR 2011, please call the office or sign your name on the flower chart located on the 

bulletin board outside the church office indicating if you would like fresh flowers or 

an everlasting bouquet. 

  



 

 

 

The Adult Sunday School meet at 9:45 A.M. before the 

Worship Service.  The group continues to explore the different 

meanings of  the sermon text for each Sunday and seek to find 

application for our lives each day.   

  

          

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS AT 2:00 A.M. ON SUNDAY,  

NOVEMBER 6
TH

.  THIS IS A REMINDER TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS 

BACK ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY,  SO YOU CAN PLAN ON 

ATTENDING SUNDAY  SCHOOL AND THE CHURCH WORSHIP   

AT THE RIGHT TIME ! 

  

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 
 

Church Family/Friends    World/Nation 

Barbara Archer, Dave Shank,    Countries of:  

  Bill Spangler, Jean Spangler,        Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, 

Grace Gerwig, Nellie Cairns,           Japan, Haiti, Syria and Libya 

Lynne (Joyce’s Niece), Anita Deasey ,  U. S. Military Personnel 

Clarence Dampman III,             Families of the 9/11 victims 

Mindy Frungello, (Judi’s Cousin),   Those struggling with addictions   

Ted Lawrence and Steve Lawrence,        and emotional disorders 

Peggy Miller, Caroline Robinson and 

Bill Robinson (Ginny’s Sister and Brother-in-Law)             
            

PRAYER CHAIN CAPTAINS: Pat Schlosser, Mary Jo Allison, Judi Shank.  If you would like 

someone’s name added or removed from this prayer list please contact the church office.  (610-

525-1855) 

 



 

Lower Merion Baptist Church 

         CHURCH STAFF       THE CHURCH OFFICE 

Rev. Tim Dalton, M. Div.      Monday through Friday 

               PASTOR             9:30 A.M. TO 1:30 P.M. 

       267-240-0489-CELL               610-525-1855 - Office 

      pastordalton@lowermerionbaptist.org                     

       Lynda C. Austin – Office Manager                    

     secretary@lowermerionbaptist.org             

       

      Michael Miller – Music Director           9:45 A.M. Sunday Adult School 

     Michelle Dea – Nursery Ministry         11:00 A.M. Worship Service  

     Virginia Dampman – Sexton                   Web Site: www.lowermerionbaptist.org 

            

            

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Merion Baptist Church 

911 New Gulph Road 

Bryn Mawr, PA  19010 
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