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The Word and World ...

“I Found a Friend”

Recently, | was at a playground
with my daughter and she was
digging in gravel section of the
park along with other kids. | asked
her, “Did you find anything?” Her
response was without hesitation,
“Yes!” Not seeing anything in her
hands, | wondered what she could
mean and so | asked her what she
had found. She point to the little
boy next to her and said “I found a
friend.”

| could not suppress a smile as |
looked upon my daughter with
pride swelling in my heart.

Of course children are a great joy
but they can make you pretty
vulnerable to. As she continued
playing, she wanted to play with
some of the older kids and they
didn’t have time for a little girl.
She wanted so much to be a part of
the running and climbing but they
didn’t have the time to notice her. I
remember thinking, “What’s
wrong with you kids, don’t you see
how special my daughter is???”
And then it hit me. How much
more does God love all of his
children than | love my daughter?

loving us and longs to be in
relationship with us. In fact, He
wants us to know how special we
each are so much that that is the
reason He sent His son, Jesus to
show us His ways of love,
compassion, mercy, forgiveness
and grace. Jesus is God’s way of
saying to us all, “Don’t you know
how special you are???” May we
respond with our lives, “Yes!”
“Make my joy complete: be of the same

mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. ”

Philippians 2:2

In His Service,
Tim Dalton, M Div.
Pastor
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LMBC Bio’s:
Wes and Judy Shank

The Shank family has been a cornerstone
of Lower Merion Baptist Church for five
generations. Wes’ Mom, Peg, was the
daughter of Dr. B. L. Scott, who was the
minister of LMBC from 1936 to 1955 .
Peg Scott met Phil Shank, a lifetime
member of LMBC, and the two were
married there. Both were highly
involved in church activities and
committees all their lives. Scott Hall
was named in honor of Wes’
grandfather, Dr. Scott.

Wes and Judi met in 1966 at a Maundy
Thursday service held at LMBC. Judi
was attending Baptist Institute in Bryn
Mawr and came to LMBC for the
service. Judi’s Dad was a Baptist
minister for fifty years and found
common ground with Wes’ Mom as they
shared “P.K.” (preacher kid) stories.
Wes and Judi dated for a number of
years, went on to marry other people,
and raised their children. Both Wes and
Judi each watched their spouse go Home
within three months of each other.
Thanks to Wes’ Aunt Louise Scott
Gross, Wes and Judi were reunited and
soon became engaged. Lower Merion
Baptist has been Wes’ church all his life
and it was where he was baptized at the
age of 11. Judi transferred her
membership in 1997. In 1998 their two
families became one in front of family
and friends at LMBC where their love
story began. Their wedding was
recorded for a national television show
called THE WEDDING STORY
allowing national exposure to Lower
Merion Baptist. Wes’ son, David, and

Judi’s sons, Bill and Kyle are now all
married to wonderful women. Bill
carried on the Shank LMBC tradition by
meeting his wife at LMBC and being
married there.

Wes’ main interests revolve around
movies and the collection of movie
memorabilia. He worked for local TV
stations in the past, owned his own film
rejuvenating business, and presently is in
retail sales. This past year he wrote and
published his first book on the making of
the 1958 movie, THE BLOB. Deacons,
Trustees, and choir are part of Wes’
positions held at LMBC.

Judi is a homemaker and enjoys
welcoming friends and family into their
home. Assisting Wes at science fiction
conventions and book signing tours
keeps life interesting. Positions held by
Judi at LMBC are Trustees, Deacons,
Finance Committee, choir member, the
American Baptist Women’s Group and
former Search Committee member.

God has brought Wes and Judi’s love
for each other as well as their love for
Lower Merion full circle. They continue
attempting to carrying on the standards
set for them by generations of Shanks,
Scotts, and Reeds before them. Wes and
Judi are grateful for the blessings of their
church family, better known as Lower
Merion Baptist Church.
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Worship Services for Summer

July 4™ Communion Sunday
Message:  Awake, Alert and Oriented
New Testament Reading: Luke 12:35-38
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 30

July 11" 7" Sunday after Pentecost
Message:  An Unfair Grace

New Testament Reading: Matthew 20:1-16
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 82

July 18™ i 8™ Sunday after Pentecost
Message: Vintage Faith

New Testament Reading: Luke 5:36-39
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 52

July 25M Contemporary Service
Message:  Oil in the Lamp

New Testament Reading: Matthew 25: 1-13
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 85

August 1°'1 Communion Service
Guest Preacher:  Rev. Nick Salios

August 8" 11" Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Preacher:  Mr. Steve Nicholas

August 15" 7 12" Sunday after Pentecost

Message:  Talent Investments

New Testament Reading: Matthew 25:14-29
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19

August 22 i Contemporary Service
Message: Called Out
Old Testament Readings: Psalm 139 & Jeremiah 1:4-10

August 29 i 14™ Sunday after Pentecost
Message:  Two Foundations

New Testament Reading: Luke 6:46-49
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 81:1, 10-16
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July & August

Birthday Celebrations

Joe Kerbaugh, July 2
Charlotte Stone, July 3
Lauren Allison, July 9
Peggy O’Brien, July 11
Anna Gasser, July 12
Ridley Allison, July 31
Mark John Paulson, July 31
Mary Lawrence, August 1
Herb Boys, August 2

Davis Reese, August 5
Felix Mulindahabi, August 19
David Shank, August 20
Ben Loukota, August 25
Tal Epps, August 28

Amy Gilbert, August 31

Anniversary Celebrations
July
Ron and Pat Schlosser
August
Tim and Doris Dalton
Frank and Karen Deasey
Pawel and Renata Zwierzchowski

THE SECRET PLACE: The
Secret Place devotional booklet
for the summer quarter is now
available in the vestibule at the
back of the sanctuary. Here is a
way to keep in daily contact
with God through a Scripture
passage, a brief meditation on it,
and a prayer. Regular print or
large print copies available free
of charge. Pick up your copy
today!

Prayer Concerns:

Please Pray For: People in Haiti,
people of Nashville, Arkansas families
of the lost campers, Kyrgyzstan, Gulf
Coast environmental disaster, Steve
Lawrence, Darlene Nicholas and family,
Patrick Carr, Betty Beaman, Nancy
Bowles, Herb Boys, Dale Spangler.

PRAYER CHAIN CAPTAINS; Pat
Schlosser, Mary Jo Allison, Judi
Shank. | f you woul d
name added or removed from this
prayer list please contact the church
office. (610-525-1855)

i ke

Pastoos Sal ary

The Finance Committee has
recommended that the Pastor’s
Salary Savings Fund be renamed
Pastoral Ministry Fund. Because of
IRS regulations, persons cannot
claim a charitable deduction for
their income tax if the contribution
IS to be given as a salary. By
renaming the fund Pastoral
Ministry, this allows the church to
use the money in a variety of
ways, not only for salary but also
for continuing education, car
allowance, conferences and other
ministry needs. This avoids the
appearance of a “pass through”
salary payment. Those wishing to
contribute to the support of our
pastor, write Pastoral Ministry on
the memo line of the check to the
church or on the offering envelope.

Ron Schlosser, for the Finance
Committee
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Summer Sermon Series:

The Parables

For the months of June, July
and August, we will be
delving into the parable
teachings of Jesus. He found
that the best way to teach the
disciples was to tell them
stories that they could relate to
and give insight into the heart
and mind of God. It is still
true today, so Pastor Tim will
explore these parables and
help us to see them with new
eyes in light of our lives
today. Please plan to attend!

Preview . ..

Fall Sermon Series:
The Theology of Paul

Beginning September 12", we will
be looking at the letters of Paul
and how he utilized by God with
the infant church. We will also be
looking at Paul in more depth
during the

Adult Sunday School hour. Paul
has some challenging words for
the church, so all are welcome to
engage in the debate as we give
Paul a close inspection!

MOVING IN . ..

Pastor Dalton and his family will
be moving into the Parsonage on
Saturday, July 3™. The plan is to
have the truck at the parsonage by
mid morning, 11 AM or so. On
Friday, July 2" there will be a
clean-up/painting day at the
parsonage. Please let the church
office know if you can help and if
you have any painting supplies,
such as brushes, rollers and
tarps/drop cloths. Thank you!

Endowment Fund and Memorial Gifts
Fund

The finance committee is looking at the
various special funds of the church and
firming up guidelines for their management
and disbursement. Two funds are currently
being looked at: the Endowment Fund and
the Memorial Gifts Fund. For your
information, here is a brief description of
these funds.

Endowment Fund. The purpose of the fund
is to finance special projects or ministries of
the church. It provides resources to fund
programs or building projects not included
in the church’s operating budget. The fund
will receive money from bequests and other
substantial donations, including gifts of real
estate, life insurance, and securities.
Members and friends of the church are
encouraged to put the church in their wills to
build up the fund and ensure the ongoing
ministries of the church.

Memorial Gifts Fund. The purpose of the
fund is to honor the memory of a loved one
by providing a designated or undesignated
gift to the church. Designated gifts are held
with their designation noted until an
appropriate board or committee determines
the time and use of the gift. Undesignated
gifts may be used at any time to help finance
a needed project or program of the church.




